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Re: Roquest fr an Attorney General's Opinion — Felany Convictions
Dear General King:

On March 18, 2005, your office issued an Opinion which mﬂlud;ﬁ “If m a::
convisted of 4 felony involving morl turpituds, tha i ineligible to

his or her civil and political MIWWWMWMMWWM
that “If's persan has been convicted of a felony that doss not nvalve mors! surpitude, that
pereon teaming cligible wo vore and is therefors inaligible to apply for u Cerlificate of
Eligiblity to Register to Vote,” The Opinlon pravides & “list of the ﬁﬂm that the
Alsbams courts hsvs determined to be crimes Invalving morsl turpitude.” The Opinion
provides an extensive listing of erimes which involve morsl wrpitude; however, you
clearly establish that the listing is not “an exhmustive list of every felony involving mom!
turpityde.” '

As the State’s Chief election officiel, T am secking clerification on behalf of ail jocal
- election officials and the Boards of Registrars in cach Alabamy caunty. 1 sm conoerned
that if a uniforms Kisting of felonles involving morsl turpitude is not established,
distributed and publicly posted; interpretations could potemially vary in each county. A
uniform listing would be helpfisl to the Boards of Registrers when 2 registered voter i
convicted of » qualifying felony of moral wrpitude and remaval from the st of reginered
voters is logally necessiry. The upiform livting would wiso be beneficial 1o o private
citizen whon he or she registers to vole initinlly, The uniform lsting should be available
to the potential registrant prior to hin or her signing the prescribed vore doctartion, &
SWOM statement, on the voter registration form. The current declurstion on the Vioter
Registration Forms includes the following statenent, “I em not barred from vuting by
reason of & felony conviction™ which could be cordsing or misleading to the potentisl
registrant. I shall appreciate your consldarstion of my request that yob modify the March
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it i and comprebensive lin of falonies Ivalving
ml&.mmL WWMM' mmﬁnmmmwmwmmﬂ
officials.

of
1999 Opiniont to Mr. Lindbatgh Jones, Chairman of the St. Clair County Board
:n;mmmamuwmmwmummmmmm
is prohibited from veting.” The Opinion contemplated the declalon of the United States
Supreme Cowrt in Humter v. Underwood, 471 1.8, 222 (1985), the ropeal of Section 182
of the Alabama Constitution aid subreqoent retifieation of Amendment 579.°1t is my
understanding that since 1999 many Wegistrars may hwinwmmg:
mnhulﬂninlhﬂumOpmmnududelpmmwmiMafl y

Btato's list of registered voters. Accordingly, we seak clarification of the following:

am

of March 19, m:,mma
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appreciate mmwmmdmafthlmwwﬂlhakfaryw
Eﬂ\insmmmwumﬁmmm Wo plan to update the State's voter
registration forms prior 10 the next clpetion cysle and shyll withhold submitting tham to
the Alabams Supreme Court for appravel and the Unitod Stetes Departmont of Justics for
pm-clmmuunﬁlthumilmlvd.




